Paul’s Epistle to the
Galatians

From: BroPaul [mailto:paul@apostles.org,
SMTP:jesus.trinity.div/resurrected=TRUE;
father.trinity.div=TRUE; mail.human.gov=FALSE];

To: All Users (Galatia)
[mailto:AllUsers@galatia.trinity.div]

Subject: RE: Eating lunch next to people with non-
surgically-altered wangs

(3) Hey guys, | hope this message finds you feeling
secure and relaxed in our Papa’s warm embracepé h
you are feeling the soul-peace of Master Jesuswii)
has set the human race free by injecting his owriails
self into our darkness, pain, and death. This thas
mission given to him by his Papa, (5) OUR Papa of
boundless joy and strength forever.

(6) Okay, enough of pleasantries. On to business..

I am SO pissed-off about what | am hearing about-yo
that you are abandoning reality, that you've giugnon
the gospel. WTF!?! You've turned your back on THE
STORY of how Jesus has included us in his life with
Papa in the Spirit. Instead you have cast yousela
character in another story altogether, (7) a stoay ends

in tragedy, a story that's not even true! Someddse
Religion salesmen have come to sell you lemon-dsspe
about who you are and who God is, and YOU BOUGHT
T

(8) How could you let this happen?!? It's wondertoll
have an open mind, but that doesn’'t mean lettirygodeh
schmuck fill your brain with toxic waste! You know
better than to ever let ANYONE do that. You kndwe t
gospel; you know it in your SOUL. Don’t you let
anyone take that away from you, EVER. Even if |
myself come to you and tell you things that coritriad
the gospel, do NOT listen to me! If a freakin’ ANGE
materializes in your midst and starts telling yaes|
while fanning you with his wings, don't listen tdnh
either! (9) The gospel is the gospel, and thdtat.t If
someone tries to convince you that you have to earn
Papa’'s embrace, do NOT let their delusion become
yours. SCREW THAT.

(20) I know these are harsher words than you azd tes
hearing from me, but right now | don’t care whetiieu

like what | say or not. I'm not going to just telbu
whatever you want to hear. If | cared what people
thought of me, I'd have to serve someone other than
Jesus.

(11) Guys, | want you to understand where I'm camin
from, so I'm going to tell you the story of my joay
with the gospel, (12) the good news | receivedframn

any mere human storyteller, but from Master Jesus
himself.

(13) Of course you already know of my earlier lde
militant religiosity. Back then, my whole life wamy
jihad against the Jesus freaks. (14) | was a weligi
Superman, head and shoulders above everyone. diwas
on-fire spirit-filled Bible-thumping prayer warrior
“Gimme dat old-time re-lig-ion, it's good e-nuff foe!

(15) But my Papa had different plans for me. Cuhe
sheer kindness of his great heart, he invited nte an
new journey with him. (16) He revealed his Son t® m
so that | could tell the whole world about him.

But notice what | did at that point: Contrary tbat you
may have heard, | did NOT go ask somebody to aonfir
what Papa had revealed to me. (17) | didn’t go ap t
Jerusalem to see if the “super-apostles” agreeul nvé.
Instead, | headed straight into the Arabian desert
then after my time there, | returned to my home in
Damascus. (18) And only then, after three yeadsldi
take a trip to Jerusalem for a chat with Petestalyed
with him for 2 weeks, (19) and in that time | ditisee
anybody else except for Jesus’ brother James. I(20)
swear to God, this is the truth. (21) Then | wenSyria
and Cilicia, (22) but the churches in Judea stitl mo
idea who | was. (23) All they knew was the rumdrhat
guy who was trying to destroy the faith is now pieag

it!" (24) People were grateful and amazed at whagiaP
had done with me.

(2.1) Then, 14 years after that, | took anothigr ap to
Jerusalem with Barnabas and Titus. The Holy Syohtt

me to go, so | went. In a private meeting with ¢taers
there, | told them about my message to the nonskewi
‘outsiders.” We just wanted to verify that we waikon

the same team. (3) Anyway, Titus and his non-
surgically-altered wang were right there with me th
whole time, and of course nobody had the slightest
problem with it. (4) But some religion-nazi spieadh
snuck into the meeting to scope out the wide-ojifen |
we live with Master Jesus, so that they could fode
way to make us join them in their tedious relig{dfeah,
like THAT'S gonna happen{5) Anyway, | didn't give

in to them one bit, so that our message would bt g
tainted with a single drop of their poison. (6) Yigdn't
influence my message AT ALL. For that matter, NO
ONE at that meeting did.

(7) It was clear to the Jerusalem elders that Bagasent
me to the non-Jews, just like he sent Peter taléves.
(8) The One Triune God has embraced the insided AN
the outsiders. And it is this God who has sentame
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Peter with the One gospel to these two differenups

of people. (9) When James and Peter and John
recognized the Triune Life at work in me, they
welcomed Barnabas and me as valued members of Team
Jesus. They agreed completely that we should gloeto
non-religious while they go to the religious. (IMey
asked only that | continue taking care of the padrich

of course | was going to do anyway.

(11) But when Peter came to Antioch and slipped int
hypocrisy, | immediately got all up in his face abd.
(12) See, he had been hanging out with the whahg ga
in Antioch, having a great time with everyone,
regardless of whether or not they had undergomelrit
wang surgery. But that stopped when the respexctabl
religious-types dropped in to visit. In junior higerms,
you can say Peter stopped hanging with the nerds,
because he was afraid of what the cool kids milgimkt

of him. (13) The others — even Barnabas! — followed
lead. (14) When | saw them acting in this reality-
contradicting way, | confronted Peter in front of
everybody:

“Look, Peter...You're not a religion-snob anymoYau
know you're no better than anybody else. You'r&t ja
regular guy now. So how come, all of a suddenpleeo
have to pass your ‘religion-test’ before they'reodo
enough to hang out with you? Who the hell do yookt
you are?!?”

(15) So that's how it happened. | hope my storiphe
you see where I'm coming from. Yes, I'm proud ® b
Jewish. Being a Jew is a very special thing, {iL6)we

all know that following our religion is NOT what tse
right our relationship with God and with each other
That happens only as we rely on Master Jesus talput
things right as the gospel changes us from thelénsi
out. NO religious act can do that. (17) As we stek
live out the good life Jesus has given to us, itkjy
becomes obvious that we haven’t become perfect yet.
Does that mean Jesus is to blame for our brokefness
Of course not. (18) But when | seek reconciliatfon
relationships that | myself destroyed, I'm puttimyself

on public display as the flawed and struggling hama
being | am.

(19) And I'm totally okay with that. Pious Pauledi so
that Real Paul could authentically live life in the
fellowship of the Triune God. Think of it this wajyesus

is the One in whom we live and move and have our
being, right? Therefore, in some mysterious way,
whatever happens to him happens to ALL of us. So
when Jesus died, | DIED. (20) I'm not living my own
life anymore! It is Jesus’ life, and he’s livingIN me
and THROUGH me, and it is a life beyond anything |
have ever dared to dream. The Son is faithful ® hi

Papa, always and in every way. It is through neéaon
HIS faithfulness that | now live this life of aduenre.

My unsteady faith is upheld by the faithfulnesstloé
Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.
(21) THAT is the power of grace; it is the onlyrtpithat
can put things right in us and in the world. Ifigen
could have accomplished that, then Jesus wouldve h
had to die.

(3.1) I cannot BELIEVE the way you have so quickly
forgotten all of this. Please tell me some wizaad put

a “dumb-ass” spell on you, because then all thisldvo
start to make a little sense! Have you forgotteat tou
saw the crucified Jesus with your own eyes? (2w&ms
me this: How is it that the Holy Spirit's peacedan
confidence started to fill your life? Did it happas a
result of jumping through religious hoops, or aesult

of believing the truth about Papa and about yot# <8l
Are you so deluded that you think your religious
accomplishments can improve on what the Spirit has
already done? (4) Have you forgotten all that we
experienced together? (5) Does the strength ofisiea
Jesus flow through your body because you've eaitned
or because you've opened your mind to Reality?

(6) You know the answer as well as | do: “By tingt
Papa, Abraham entered into what he had been givsen —
right relationship with Papa and the world.” (7)
Abraham’s true descendants are those who take &apa
his word. (8) And his word says that by faith, ALL
peoples will be put right with Papa and with therldo
This word was spoken plainly to Abraham: “As yoe ar
blessed, all people will be blessed through yof)"All
people who (like Abraham) open their minds to Papa
will (like Abraham) be filled with what Papa haven.

(10) If you are hoping to get a good life by obeythe
rules in Torah, then | have bad news for you, fasi
written: “Cursed is everyone who does not obey yever
single rule perfectly.” (11) So imperfect rule-pagg
(the only kind of rule-keeping you and | are capadf)
isn’t going to do you any good. “The good life uks
from faithfully knowing reality.” (12) If good lifevere

to come from rule-keeping, then none of us would
qualify for a good life anyway. (13) Because of our
inability to do good, Torah has become just a cuese
us. But Master Jesus rescued us by taking thaecur
upon himself, “the curse of hanging on a cross4) @y
enduring the curse, he destroyed it, so that ALbpes
could (through faith) receive the inheritance preadi to
Abraham — the honor of carrying the Spirit's blegsi
into the world.

(15) Okay guys, here’s an example from everydagy lif
Let's say you get together with your lawyer so yaun
write a will. Once you die, your descendants camee
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write your will if they don't like what it says. &ur will
says what it says, and that's that. (16) Well, Papa
sort of writing a will when he made the promise to
Abraham and his heir (a.k.a., Jesus). (17) Nowenigb
this: The will that was written and signed that aeyer
got changed or replaced! The promise still standay,
regardless of what Torah said 430 years laterafi bad
its purpose, and it did its job perfectly. Buthad
nothing to do with changing or nullifying the prcai
already made to Abraham. (18) Think about it! Ufro
inheritance is conditional on our rule-keeping,nthies

no longer a promise. But as we all know, it IS a
promise, promised to Abrahanrithout condition

(19) So if Torah doesn't save us, then what wamitd

for? Simple: Papa gave us the clear boundarid®ieh

to restrain our behavior just enough to keep usnfro
destroying ourselves before the Heir arrives. Withah
(which came to us through Papa’s own messengers),
Moses mediated the relationship between Papa and us
(20) As humanity’'s ambassador to Papa, Moses did a
pretty okay job. He was, after all, human. Butdese

he was not also divine, Moses could not be a very
effective ambassador from Papa to humanity. Adter

a real ambassador ought to be a citizen of thetoptie
represents. But as we all know, “God is one,” #rat
One’s name is definitely not “Moses.”

(21) Please understand, I'm not bashing Torah.al @&

the servant of the promise, not its enemy. If Paad
given us rules that could have healed the worleh the
rules certainly would have accomplished exactlyt.tha
(22) But that was never Papa’s intent for Torahe H
gave us Torah to break us of this idea that byocwum
efforts we can make a good life for ourselves. @ter
failure to follow Torah has made it painfully obu®to

us that we are STUCK, imprisoned by our inabilivy t
live a fully good life on our own. When we cometiis
realization, when we acknowledge and accept our own
powerlessness, we become able to receive the gift o
Jesus’ life. When Papa gave us his Son, he was
fulfilling his promise to Abraham. When the Son of
Papa united himself with humanity, he united hurtyani
forever with the Triune Life of blessing and being
blessed!

(23) Torah's rules protected us by restraining mast
destructive behaviors. But Torah also gave us tm: b
news that Death is the result of violating those
boundaries. Torah protected us but also imprisarsed
THAT WAS ITS JOB. Torah did its job UNTIL the
time came for us to take the next step — To expegie
the transformation that comes from the renewinguof
minds through FAITH.

(24) Think of it this way: We're Papa’s kids. Whee
were little, he gave us a nanny/tutor called Toramd

we had this nanny/tutor until Master Jesus cameiro

us into grown-ups whose lives are being put right b
faith. (25) But now that we are grown-ups who lbe
faith, we no longer need our nanny/tutor to run loues.
(26) For as we learn to believe and rely upon what
Master Jesus has done to unite us with our Papayeve
beginning to experience abundant life for the finste

as kids who know their Papa adores them.

(27) Think back to when you were baptized. On thet
you experienced how completely immersed you are in
Jesus’ relationship with Papa in the Spirit. Ybfe is
forever surrounded and supported by His glorioasrri
alive-ness. His life fits you perfectly, like dlta-made

set of clothes. Jesus himself is the uniform siguifies
that we are on his team. (28) The old team rostave
zero significance for us now. The game is not akioel
rivalry between the Jewish team and the Greek team.
Nor is it about Slave versus Free, or Boys versus.G
don't care what team you used to play for. Because
today, ALL of us are Team Jesus. Period. Dedi wit
Together we belong to Jesus, and together withviem
are the heirs of the promise -- the promise thatwveld

be blessed to be a blessing.

(4.1) Until heirs become adults and receive their
inheritance, they are as penniless and powerless as
slaves. (2) Until the date set by their fatheeythave to

do what their nannies and tutors tell them to (®). It's

like that with the human race: While we were kidg,
were dominated by powers over which we would
someday rule. (4) But our Papa, on the date he set
himself, gave us our inheritance by sending his ®on
us. He was born of a woman, just like us. And jike

us, he was born under the domination of our naramels
tutors. (5) He came to us in that place so thatedd
share in his freedom from it, so that the humare rac
would emerge from childhood and claim the inhed&n
we have been given — a full share in Jesus’ relahip

with Papa.

(6) Because we ARE His sons and daughters, Papa
injected into our hearts the Spirit of his Son.islthis
Spirit in us who loves Papa and cries out to Hifega!
Father!” It is because of this Spirit that the faumsoul

is haunted with longing for our true Father. (7)idt
because of this Spirit that your heart quakes wjmn
hear the good news. The news that you have now bee
embraced forever by the Father for whom you haes be
longing. He has adopted you as His child, the béir
His rich Life with His Son and their Spirit.

(8) Back when you did not know Papa, your life was
dominated by realities that were less than divigBut
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now you have begun to share in the mutual knowing
between Papa and his Son and their Spirit. How is
possible that now you want to turn back to livingdar

the domination of lesser things? (10) You were ishar

in the Great Dance of infinite aliveness, but naw'ye
given that up for your new religious hobby of cédtung
which days are holier than other days. In whavensie

is that considered a good trade!?! (11) When | sp#n
that time sharing the gospel with you, was that ps
wasted effort?

(12) You guys are my friends, and it's as yourrfdehat
I’'m begging you: Lay down the religious games, o&|
me in the journey of becoming authentic people in
community. You have been true friends to me. (13)
remember when | first came to meet you guys. I wa
because of my physical disability that | first faun
myself among you, with the opportunity to tell yalout
Jesus. (14) It was hard for you to deal with my
blindness, but you did. Instead of being grossgdby
me, you embraced me. In your openness to me, |
experienced your openness to Master Jesus himself.

(15) What happened to the love you once felt toward
me? There was a time when you would have torn out
your own eyes and given them to me, if that wouddeh
helped my condition. Where are those feelings now?
(16) Are you shutting me out now, just because I'm
telling you the truth? (17) Those jackals who atghw
you now -- you like them because they tell you séed
lies. They tickle your ego by saying you have the
potential to become “super-Christians” like theye.ar
(18) | know it feels nice when impressive peoplpress

an interest in you, but you have to look deeper sewl
that their intentions are not good!

(19) You guys are like sons and daughters to mea#t

an honor to be the one who spiritually “birthed’lyiato
your new life in Jesus. And now | am again in piaén

of childbirth as you fight against the new birth Has
given you. (20) | wish | could be with you rightwpso

| could change my tone. But my tone can't help but
express how frustrated and confused | am about you!

(21) Let’s try another line of thought: Okay, yaino
want to let Torah run your lives, why don’t you gloead
and do what Torah actually says:

(22) Abraham had one son from slave woman and
another son from a free woman. (23) The slave child
resulted from Abraham’s clumsy attempt to accomplis
by his own effort what Papa had promised to ddhfor.

The free child came from Papa himself, according to
what he had promised. (24) Do you see what I'mimggptt

at here? The slave woman is Torah, bearing slave
children (25) who are crushed under the weight of
demands they are unable to fulfill. (26) But OUR

mother is the free woman: (27) “You with the barren
womb, shout ‘WOOHOOQ!" Burst into song and dance!
For your children shall outnumber all others.” (2&)u,
my friends, are children not of slavery but of pieen
Your life is not about struggling to obey some
taskmaster’'s demands. Your life is about receiting
beautiful life Papa has promised.

(29) But remember how the rest of the story go€ke
slave woman’s child abused the free woman’s child.
That abuse continues to this day, as the TorabHists
persecute those who live in the freedom of theitSpir
(30) Listen to what the Bible tells us to do insthi
situation: “Send them away, both the slave womath an
her child. The inheritance will be received only the
free.”

(31) Brothers and sisters, we are children notlafesy
but of freedom!

(5.1) Why did Master Jesus smash the walls thateliv
us? To set us free from isolation, free for comityin
So grow yourself a spine, and don’t back down tséh
that want to stick you back in your cell! (2) PLERAS
listen to meWang surgery is no substitute for Jesufs
you're expecting to receive his gift by submittitg a
scalpel, you will be SORELY disappointed.

(3) I'll say it one more time: This surgical proced is
JUST ONE PART of the whole Torah arrangement. If
you wanted to live by the rules of Torah, you'd &do
keep ALL of them flawlessly. And we all know you
can’'t and you don’t. (4) If you rely on Torah obsence

to make you right with Papa, you have stopped mglyi
on Jesus. You have judged his grace unnecessaly, a
you are sorely mistaken!

(5) For it is by grace that we have been included i
Jesus’ right relationship with Papa. It is onlyotingh the
Holy Spirit that we can believe this, and live imet
secure hope that this gift will find full expression our

life together in the world. (6) In this contextetbontext

of Master Jesus and what he has done for us, wang
surgery isn't even an issue; the topic is utterly
irrelevant. The only thing that matters is lovidgd and
loving others, which happens ONLY as we become
willing to see reality accurately.

(7) You guys were doing GREAT; you were seeing
reality accurately and living in accordance with Who
talked you into shutting your eyes? (8) Whoeveras,

it was not the One you Know in your soul. (9) Orael b
apple ruins the whole bunch. (10) It's true, andi yo
know it. But whoever the bad apple is, there are
consequences for fogging the brains of Papa'’s r&rild

(11) Come ON, guys, THINK! Why in the world would
| ever start preaching the “circumcision gospeRfad if
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| did, do you think | would still be getting attaadk every
day by the wang-obsessed religion-Nazis? If | gined
their ‘gospel,” they would have no reason to be
scandalized by the cross. (12) If they're so olexbggth
genitalia, | wish they would just chop off their ovand
leave you guys the hell alone!

(5.13) You have been set free from your old self-
centered darkness and isolation. USE YOUR
FREEDOM. Not to enslave yourself again to your own
desires, but through love to become joyful servanits
one another! (14) For Papa gave us Torah to teach u
this one thing: “Love your neighbor as you love
yourself.” (15) For some time now, you've been
practicing the “Eat thy neighbor” ethic. How's tha
working out for you?

(16) The Holy Spirit lives in your spirit; He knows
reality and how to live in it. Do what he sayslesy |
know your body doesn't always agree with what your
spirit knows. Your body is still learning. It kthears
the echoes of your old way of thinking, and somesnt
wants to return to those old behaviors that were
destroying you and the people you care about. Don’
give in to your old patterns! The Holy Spirit iy is
strong enough to conquer your body. Don't give up!
(17) Your body (your outer self) fears the thingsuy
need most, the things the Spirit is drawing you &y
And the Spirit detests the unhealthy and dysfunetio
things your body craves. What's going on inside i
war, and | know how much it hurts.

(18) But if you follow the Holy Spirit, there is nmmore
need for Torah to restrain you. (19) Because wjwn
see and think with the clarity of the Spirit, itdoenes
obvious to you that what your body craves is deadly
poison:

Having sex without real intimacy, vulnerability and
commitment;

Disregarding the boundaries that keep you (and
others) safe;

(20) Arranging your life around things that aren’t
worth arranging your life around.

Trying to control things that aren’t yours to catr

Letting hard feelings fester under the surfaceafry
relationships, instead of dealing with conflictsaatie
on;

Attacking and excluding people who have hurt you;
(21) Valuing things more than people;

Using pharmaceuticals and parties to avoid dealing
with reality;

Etc...etc...etc...

Like I've told you many times, these things arespaoi
because they are all ways to avoid receiving what w
have been promised! The kingdom of God has been
given to us, and these poisonous behaviors ansagis

of running away from the gift! To avoid dealingtivi
reality is to imprison yourself inside your own #ox
myths. (22) Reality is worth dealing with, because
reality is where the Spirit is at work. Here iretheal
world, he is taking the beautiful life of Jesus goutting

it inside us:

Desiring good for all people
Enjoying everyday life

Living relaxed, ready to receive whatever the fatur
brings

Feeling happy while we wait for things

Treating all God's creatures like beloved family
members

Giving and receiving with open hands, because our
stuff doesn’t own us

Doing what we say we’ll do

Taking care not to hurt those we are capable of
hurting

Behaving according to well-thought-out choices,
rather than according to the moment-by-moment
fluctuations of brain chemistry

There’s no law against any of THAT, is there? (Z4)
receive this new life from Jesus is to let go of old life
and its toxic cravings and behaviors. We know what
results when we follow nothing but our own urgé25)

So now instead, let’s try living by the Holy Spsit
impulses, and then watch what happens as a r¢26jt!

If we do, we will start seeing each other, not igals,

but as friends.

(6.1) And since you ARE friends, | want you to hold
each other accountable. To live in the Spiribigive in
truth, and none of us can do it by ourselves. W@n
see your friend crossing the boundaries of hediimg,

go talk to him about it. Not to manipulate or steainim,
but to gently tell him the truth about his behawaod its
effects. If you keep silent or enable him in sootieer
way, you are just helping him destroy himself, and
you're damaging yourself too. (2) As friends, wergh
our strengths AND our weaknesseéd/e get to carry
each other That's what “Love thy neighbor” is all
about. (3) And remember you’re no better than adybo
else; everybody's got strengths and everybody’'s got
weaknesses. Period.

(4) Remember, you're responsible for YOUR actions,
not your neighbor's. Pay attention to your own
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behaviors, the ones you like AND the ones you don’t
and then decide how you want to act in the fut(fg.
Take responsibility for your own life. Don’'t beleech.
Do your job. (6) If someone else’s job is to tegoh the
gospel, it's your job to share your resources wiblir
teacher. (7) Don't be confused: Papa has embraged y
and included you in his life, but don't take thatrhean
that your actions no longer
Whatever kind of seed you plant in your garden, THA
is the plant that will grow there.

(8) If you seed your life with unhealthy thoughtsda
behaviors, you will reap a harvest of soul-dise8s#.if
you plant in your life the knowledge and actionstiu#
Holy Spirit, you will reap the infinite alive-nesde
shares with Jesus and his Papa. (9) That's whyeep k
on scattering seeds of compassion in the worldn eve
though it's hard work, and even though it's hardsés
the results sometimes. We have faith that goodssee
grow into good plants. (10) That's why we take gver
opportunity to extend compassion to all peopletisg
with those in our own community.

(11) Holy cow! Check out my handwriting—
Now you can see why I usually dictate my
letters to a scribel (12) Those guys who are
trying to push you into wang surgery—they
are just posers who are scared of bearing
the cross of Jesus. (13) They don't really
live by Torah; they just like bragging about
their artificially sculpted wangs. They want
you to undergo surgery so they can brag
about YOUR wangs, and that's just weird.

(14) The only thing I brag about is the cross
of Master Jesus. Because of the cross, the
world cannot control me anymore, and I have
lost all interest in controlling the world. (15)
Because now I know that the things that
divide us are nothing; but the new creation
that unifies us is everything!

(16) Those who live by this ftruth will know
the grace and peace of living as children of
Papa. (17) From now on, don't let the religion-
nazis make trouble for me. It doesn't
matter whether or not my body has been
marked by human surgery. Because my

have consequences.

whole being has been marked by the wounds
of Jesus.

(18) May your spirit overflow with the grace
and peace of Master Jesus. AMEN.
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